
 

 

EMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

197 Manville Road        

Pleasantville,  New York 10570 

Office: 914-769-1559       e-mail: emanuel@unidial.com    

Fax: 914-769-1206    www.Emanuelelc.org 

óIt is our mission as people of  
Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church  

to Worship, Baptize, Learn, Teach, and Live  
the Word and Love of God in Christ.ô 
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2010 SUMMER  DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

July 4th -September 5th:  Sunday Worship is at 10:00 am Fellowship at 11:00 

am 

July 8th - August 26th: Thursday Night Vesper Service at 7:00 pm 

July 13th-Tuesday: Christian Faith & Life Committee meets at 7:30 pm 

July 23rd-Friday: Our Emanuel Ringers leave for Japan 

July 24th:-Summer Bar-B-Que at the Belloôs 

August 9th-13th: Ecumenical vacation Bible School at Holy Innocents 9am-

noon 

August 12th-Thursday: EVBS Evening Show at Holy Innocents 

August 12th: DIGEST DEADLINE  

August 15th-22nd: Pastor Paul at Pinecrest, Cathy on vacation 

August 24th- Tuesday: Worship Music & Arts Committee meets at 7:30 pm 

September 5th ïSunday: Bring a Friend to Church Sunday 

         Dedication of Solar Panels 10am service  

                                                      followed by pot-luck Brunch 

September 12 ïSunday:   9:00am and 11:15 Worship begins 
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WORK TO DO  
 

Grace and peace to you all.  I pray that the summer months offer you the opportunity to find rest and 

renewal and meaningful time with those God has put in your life and with God. 

 

Allow me to share with you some words from Pastor Jonathan Linman, Assistant to Bishop Rimbo for 

Formation: 

     ñ[The] view [that liturgy is holy conversation between people and God] takes seriously the role of 

each person present for a worship service, not just those leading worship.  Every worshiper has the 

weighty responsibility and joyful privilege of attending fully to the Word proclaimed, exploring what 

we bring to the encounter and discerning a word from God for us in our time.  In this sense, there is no 

room for passive participation in liturgical contexts.  Each member of the assembly is a liturgical min-

ister.  There can be no mere spectators or passive observers.  We are the body of Christ together, and 

our intentional and active  participation binds us together as one.  It is not a matter of us and them, 

people in the pew in distinction from those who exercise public leadership of the liturgy.  That all in 

the assembly exercise priesthood, ministry and service is one of the key insights that supports an un-

derstanding of the   formative and transformative power of liturgical worship.ò  (From his book Holy 

Conversation: Spirituality for Worship) 

 

Thatôs a lot to think about!  Maybe you need to read the above paragraph a couple of times.  I 

did.  But what caught my attention in the process was the idea that worship is a holy conversation be-

tween the worshiper and God and that, because of this, worship is formative and transformative. 

Those are powerful words.  It is how I see worship and our availability in it to God.  Certainly an en-

counter with God has the potential to be formative and transformative.  We, as Godôs children, are in 

constant need of being formed and re-formed and transïformed.  Well, at least I am. 

 

 But notice what Pastor Linman says about those things necessary for such holy transformation to 

take place:  ñEvery worshiper has the responsibility of attending fully to the Word.ò  ñThere can be no 

mere spectators or passive observers.ò  ñOur intentional and active participation binds us together as 

one.ò 

 

 In other words, in worship we have work to do.  We will want to consciously and freely attend, 

to present not only our offerings or our voices but our whole selvesï body, mind and spiritï to the work 

of worship.  It might truthfully be said what you get out of worship depends upon what you put into 

it.  We have all had days when we came to church because itôs what we did but our hearts werenôt in 

it.  No doubt, on some of those occasions, the worship matched your expectations and you went home 

disappointed.  We have all had days when we felt we didnôt sing any good/familiar hymns.  But even on 

such days there was a message there for you from God.  (It just didnôt come in the hymns on those 

days... or did it?) 

 

 Worship is our work and God is anxious for it.  I hope you find opportunity for work this sum-

mer, and every season, so that you might be inspired in holy conversation with God.   

 

Worship with us! 

Yours in Christ,         
Pastor Paul 
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You deserve thanks!  We received notes from each of the teenage mothers in OUR SISTERôS 
PLACES thanking you for the money we sent for their Motherôs Day.  It was so gratifying to read 

these and we thank all of you for your donations to the children. A note of thanks also arrived from the 

ELCA  World Hunger committee thanking us for our generous donation in May. 

    We know peopleôs lives continue to be very busy even in the summer months, but we ask you to 

consider the following on-going activities that need constant support, especially the activities involving 

children. 

  Bedford Hills Childrenôs Center:  We have always emphasized hosting the children of the inmates 

in the summer months, but there are other opportunities to support their program, either at the facility 

and/or as a volunteer driver.  For more information, contact Alessanda Rose, the Director at (914) 0241

-3100 ext. 4050/4055. 

   Bread for the World : Thank you for your wonderful response to the Bread 

for the World Offering of Letters!!! Almost 200 pre-printed letters were 

picked up to be sent to legislators in Washington, D.C.  This was the largest 

response weôve ever had!!! Our voices do influence our nationôs decision-

makers to adopt policies that make a life-changing difference for hungry people across the country and 

around the world.   

   Bronx Youth Mission: Though the appeal to raise funds for the Summer Program ended on June 

20th, donations after that are always needed.  The children will have the advantage of seeing the great 

things that NYC has to offer beyond their immediate neighborhoodéand thatôs a good thing. 

   Midnight Run :  Barbara C is continually involved with the Midnight Run activities and welcomes 

all the help she can get.  The next Run is To Be Announced. 

   Caring Cooks ï If someone in the congregation needs help obtaining food, please let Pastor Paul 

know, so that he can contact the Social Ministry co-chairmen. 

   Prayer Shawls:  On June 22, four members met to start knitting prayer shawls.  The purpose of the 

shawls is simple: Pray while you Knit-Knit while you Pray! You knit or crochet with persons in mind 

who would benefit by prayers (said silently or aloud ).  The shawl is then presented to a person who 

would be comforted by our caring.  We plan to work in a group on the 4th Thursday evening of each 

month...watch the bulletin for details.  This is not a committee but rather a gathering of caring people 

willing to share some time working on a meaningful project...knit together with prayer.  For more in-

formation and knitting and/or crocheting  instructions, call Irene K.  If anyone has extra knitting wool 

that they would like to donate you can leave it in the middle office. Thanks. 

   SENIORS: Caring Cards: Alan L has worked closely with Keith Bin producing Caring Cards such 

as Get Well Cards, Sympathy Cards, and cards to be presented to New Members, parents of newly 

Baptized children, and the new Confirmands.  They have a picture Emanuelôs front entrance on the 

cover and appropriate wording on the inside.  The purpose of the cards is to communicate the caring of 

our members to the recipients.  The system regarding how these cards will be sent is being worked on 

now and will be in place by the beginning of September. 

 Luncheons: Plans are being made for 2 pot-luck luncheons with speakers to be held in the Fall 

and early Winter.  The details will be in the next Digest 

Doing Godôs Work is our Mission.                   Karen  and Irene  (co-chairwomen)  

COUNCIL CAPSULES  
 At the June Council meeting we heard that the elevator project was about to ñgo out for bidsò 
from contractors; one will be selected this summer and work should start soon thereafter.  The Laby-
rinth will be landscaped by our ñGarden Angels,ò with one or more benches placed around the area 
(these can be memorial gifts; speak to Lynne B or the Pastor).  Thanks were given to the Westchester 
Recorder Guild and the Sunday School for their gifts to the Elevator Fund and World Hunger, respec-
tively.  Other business may be read about elsewhere in this newsletter. 

http://www.bread.org/
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DIAKONIA GRADUATION:  Lynne B, Carol J, and Irene K graduated from the two-year diakonia pro-

gram of spiritual growth and formation, after many hours of studying, writing papers, completing projects, 

and prayer.  They wish to thank all the members 

and friends who came to wish them well at the 

June 12th  graduation.  

 They deserve our congratulations - and 

thanks for the ñservanthoodò they have already 

been demonstrating - Lynne as our ñResident Art-

istò and chair of the Worship Committee, Carol as 

representative of the Christian Childrenôs Fund 

(ChildFund) and Thrivent, and Irene as 

leader of the Social Ministry Committee.   

        Congratulations and Thank you, ladies!  

Step Up!  Sign up! Speak Up! 
 Step up to help hungry and poor people around 

the corner and around the globe by becoming an advocate 

for them with our nationôs decision makers so that the 

U.S. will adopt policies that combat hunger and poverty.  

To be an effective advocate, sign up to become a member 

of Bread for the World.  The Manhattan Conference of our 

Synod has launched the 10 By 10 campaign ïa challenge 

for Metro New York Synod to sign-up 10,000 new mem-

bers for Bread for the World by October 2010!!!  This am-

bitious goal is possible with your help! 

 As a member of Bread you will receive periodic 

newsletters giving background information on hunger-

related issues.  You will also receive occasional email 

alerts to speak up and contact your Senators and Repre-

sentative via email or phone call to their offices regarding 

pending legislation affecting hunger and poverty.  

 Why should you do this?  Because Jesus calls us to 

follow his example of caring for the marginalized and 

strive for justiceðincluding economic justiceðfor all 

people. Providing food is not enough.  Advocacy can help 

fix systems that keep people in pov-

erty, the major cause of hunger.  

 How can you do this?  Simply 

go to www.bread.org/10by10 and fol-

low the directions.  The membership 

is free. 

 Emanuelites respond gener-

ously to the call to help the hungry, whether that means 

bringing donations for the food pantry, contributing to 

ELCA World Hunger, participating in Midnight Run, pre-

paring food for Neighborôs Link, or participating in the 

annual Offering of Letters.  Stepping up, signing up, and 

speaking out as members of Bread for the World is an-

other way we can make a real difference in peopleôs lives.                      
-Deacon Karen  

diakonia --Continuing Ed 

for Disciples 
 Continuing education, profes-

sional development, retraining, up-

grading skills, are all part of our ex-

perience in the work place. If these 

are necessary in order for us to be the 

best that we can be in our careers, isnôt it also very 

important in our primary vocation as disciples of 

Christ? 

 In order to carry out its mission to the world 

the church needs an educated laityðpeople who are 

continually engaged in learning about the faith.  

Through courses on the Bible, church history, theol-

ogy, and practical ministryðcommunicating the 

gospel in our daily livesðand in fellowship activi-

ties like devotions, retreats, and class camaraderie, 

the diakonia  program equips people to be better 

disciples.  Is this a time in your discipleship when 

you feel yourself searching for something moreð

something that will deepen and strengthen your rela-

tionship with God?  It could be the Holy Spirit 

nudging you to enroll in diakonia !!!  

 To learn more about this two-year program 

of adult Christian education and spiritual formation 

speak to current student Cecilia Stanley, recent 

graduates Lynne Beard, Irene Kogelmann, or Carol 

Johnson, or to past graduates Karen Falco, Kathy 

Cante, any of the deacons, or to Pastor Paul.  You 

will find a great introduction to the program on You 

Tube!!!! Go to www.youtube.com and search for 

ñdiakonia the movie.ò  

 Classes start again in September, and meet  

Monday nights at Emanuel from 7 to 10 pm.  We 

hope to see you there! 

                   Deacons Karen & Barbara 

Our graduates  with Deacons 

Karen and Barbara 

Irene, Bishop Rimbo, Carol and Lynne 

http://www.bread.org/10by10
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Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Minister of Music Questionnaire 
 

 We would like to obtain the thoughts and suggestions of our congregation members 

(including children and youth) in the search for our Minister of Music.  Please complete the 

questionnaire and return it by July 18 to Sandi Wôs mailbox in the church office.  If you have 

any questions or additional comments, please contact any member of the Search Committee 

listed on the back.  Thank you. 

 

 

Questions 

 

1.  What are the most important qualities and characteristics that this Minister of Music 

should possess? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Which styles of worship music (for example, traditional hymns, classical compositions, 

the church band selections, instrumental solos, etc.) are meaningful to you and how would 

you like to see that music incorporated into your experience worshiping? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional comments: 

 

 

 

 

Name (optional): 



 

 

Emanuel Digest  -   Summer 2010     page 5 

 Shawn S, who grew up at Emanuel, is now the Worship Leader at 
Heartland Community Church in North Liberty, Iowa.  He is pictured 

here with his wife, Rachael. 
  The church had a small, storefront meeting place until this winter, when the 
congregation worked together to erect their own building.  The minister had encour-
aged the group to purchase land several years ago, and the planning and much of 
the work was done by the growing membership.   
  North Liberty is a suburb of Iowa City, where the University of Iowa is lo-
cated.  Shawn is currently employed there by the Hydraulics Lab.  Rachael, a pre-
school teacher, is looking forward to starting a child-care center at the church. 
  Dave and I were at Heartland for the May 23rd Dedication Service.  Worship 
is contemporary, including Shawn on his guitar, and attracts a wide range (and 
age) of people.  Members kept coming up to us and telling us what a blessing 
Shawn was to the congregation! 
  This is a thank you to all who worked with Shawn while he was growing up:  the Sunday School 
teachers, Youth and Confirmation leaders, Pastor Paul, Pastor Jack, and Pastor Bill E.  In addition, 
the experiences Shawn had through Pinecrest, Spoke Folk, and a year on the road with Captive Free, 
have made him a young man you, his church family, and we can be very proud of!        
                     -Bev & Dave S 

ñThe Bills, Bills, Bills...ò(apologies to E.A. Poe) 

 We all know that whenever we go away for an extended time, the bills - mortgage, Con Ed., 

telephone, credit cards, etc.- keep coming in, with deadlines. We all try to pay our bills at home on 

time to avoid penalties. Thatôs also true for the church; Ekkehard, who writes out our checks, does an 

excellent job avoiding late fees and penalties, but sometimes it is not easy, especially in the summer-

time. God is forgiving of late payments, but earthly creditors are not!  

  So please plan ahead and help us avoid problems by giving Emanuel your summer offering 

before you take your vacation.  God takes care of us 24/7; we should do the same for Godôs house on 

earth.  Thank you! 

FACES & NAMES FROM THE PAST  

    If during the year you notice 
that your birthdate or anniversary 
was not listed ...please call the office 
and leave a message so Cathy can 
update / correct the list. Thanks !  
 

To our Emanuel Family,  
 
    We would like to express our 
appreciation for your prayers and sup-
onqs enkknvhmf Jdhsgƍr `bbhcdms `mc sgd
surgeries to repair his broken wrist and 
facial fractures. He is doing well and 
your kind words and prayers were a 
source of comfort and strength for us. 
 

Thank you, Keith and Lynne  
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Sunday School Celebrates a Great Year! 

 

The Sunday School finished up its year with a lot of fun.  Sunday, June 6 was Pajama Day.  The kids got to 

come to Superchurch in their pajamas and then gathered all together in the Library for a lesson, craft, and 

cookies & milk, of course.  They collected 38 pairs of pajamas for the Pajama Program, which distributes 

them to children in need.  This has become an annual event that we look forward to each year.  Thanks to 

Cindy F and the Senior Youth for organizing and helping out! 

 

Then on June 13 we recognized and thanked our Sunday School staff at the 9:00am worship service, in 

which our youngest children served as readers, ushers, greeters and musicians.  They did a wonderful job 

and then, following the last class of the year, got to enjoy an ice cream party in Pearson Hall.   

 

A huge thank you goes to Helayne M, who keeps Sunday School running smoothly throughout the year, 

and to the teachers who are so dedicated to nurturing our children.  We have at least one opening for a 

team teacher next year.  PLEASE prayerfully consider sharing some of your time and love with Emanuel's 

children.  Feel free to speak to me or Helayne with any questions or concerns - if you are willing, we will 

make it work! 

 

Deacon Barbara 

Mini Golf and Nerf Wars! 

é.And Deacon Bill thought the rain was  

going to get him wet at the Church Pic-

nic...little did he know that the youth planned 

(and succeeded !) to  dump a bucket of water 

over him just a few minutes later! 

 Special welcome to Emanuel's ó newestô Youth... Alana Kent and Sonja Meberg!!! 

YOU
Tô 

óST
UFF
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