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POINSETTIA FLOWER RESERVATION

I n Celebration of the Birth of our Lord Jesjfus
plants. Please use this form to order your flowers and/or to contribute to World Hunger. Place your prde
payment in the collection plalée plant order deadline is Sunday Decembert1.8
Your Name Envelope Number#:
Please indicate your choice:
__ Poinsettias ($ 12.50 per plant)
___Donation to Lutheran World Hunger (Amount Given: $ )
| would like the gift designated as follows:
1 Given to the Glory of God
1 Given in memory of
(Please prvetry clearly - thank you!)
1 Given in honor of
(Please prvatry clearly - thank you!)
EMANUEL EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
197 Manville Road
Pleasantville, New York 10570
Office: 914691559  +mail: emanuel@unidial.com
Fax: 914691206 www.Emanuelelc.org
6lt is our mission as pepple o

Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
to Worship, Baptize, Learn, Teach, and Live
the Word and Love of God ifn Ch

ri
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ARE YOU READY? tion of

each day,

C hyearsagaddirsatolwm r t h
called Bethlehem and every day in your heart-

Grace to you all and peace in this season of  as a meaningful reminder of who we are and

new birth. what love and hope God has for us. Take time

even if

itos |

Recently, the New York Lottery adopted a new pause in the midst of the busyness, to count
theme song cal | ed tfidAsr sourvbessingR and ierpenber that they are

catchy little song which | bought from signs of

Godo6s

|l ove and

iTunes. |find it going through my head often, f p r e s eTryttesniake.time for more inten-
mostly because of thetune.l t 6 s v e r y tiomabptayecayd reading of an Advent devo-
and a lot of fun. tional. There are some available at church or
you can find them on the ELCA web site at
It would make a good theme song for the sea- elca.org. Be mindful, whether you are in the
son of Advent, too, a mdstofpreparationd arjust gomg abauttyeur a s

reminder of the coming of Christmas.

daily work, of how precious you are to God and

ways in which you can share some of the bless-

Are you ready?

ings you have with those in need. Carry some-

thing with you to remind you of the real pur-
l 6m sure this questi orposgad these dayis of prepgrationpwhethehite a d s
a lot these days and is asked of us by others as be a pocket cross or one of the Sunday scrip-
December begins. With all the preparation we tures that speak to you that you can take out
have to do to fAget r e afteyandread and efiect upbne Comsaderthe t o
keep track of things. When is the right time to many giving opportunities available to you
put up the tree and decorate? Did we buy gifts through Emanuel and try to look at them as
for everyone on our list? And will they like exciting chances to be focused on how gracious
them? Or are we going to get stuck again this a giver God is. Make sure you have a nativity
year buying last minute gifts? Do we know scene as part of your Christmas decorating and

where we are going to spend the holi-

days?And i f wedre hosti gions.a whol e

readiness questions arises.

make it the center of personal and family de-

new set of

These ideas and may others that you can come
In the midst of all this preparation, we ac- up with and that you may already practice can
knowl edge t hat Chr i st roatsinlydepkeeNpowgrodrededrind/aur faith
ought to be fun and joyful celebrations. For in the midst of your preparations for Christ-
many of us, they are times when family and mas. After all, that for which we are preparing
friends gather t oget heésmorethana day. Ggdisprepringuséfotaner 6 s
company and show our mutual love and affec- unimaginably joyful eternity. Thanks be to

tion through a shared meal, through a gift God!
carefully bought, through time spent in con-

versation and reconnecting and through remi- Have a blessed Christmas!

niscing about the year past, acknowledging the
changes and the blessings.
In these weeks, as you consider the question

Are you ready?

AAre you ready?0 | hopeursyn&hristwi | |

in terms of your preparation for the celebra-

past

t hink

oY Pau\

about

L

f


http://elca.org
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The annual Emanuel Adult Christmas Pa

,gflﬁ
-

with our Emanuel family!

thorne NY are in the Narthex.

be held at Steve & Nancy Schoener's house on
Friday, Dec. 2nd at 6:30 PM. Please bring a
finger food (appetizer or dessert) to share and
come ready to sing your favorite Christmas carols. We
look forward to starting off another Christmas season

Directions to our house at 195 Linda Ave.,

See you then, Steve & Nancy

[The following message is from Rick Schaffer, our Youth
Minister, excerpted from an article from the Fuller Youth
Institute. Copies of the full article may be found on the Nar-

thex table.]

rty will

OSTI CKY FAI TH6 RESEARCH
SURPRISING INSIGHTS INTO INSTILLING

LASTING FAITH IN YOUNG PEOPLE.
Parents and church youth leaders often see big
changes in youth group graduates as they transition to

F

Haw-

COUNCIL CAPSULES

Council meetings have been streamlined
Instead of lasting until 11:00 (when all are gett
weary), by eliminating a refreshment break an
having committee reports circulated bynaiil
ahead of time, the efficiency of the meeting
opening devotions, discussion of business an(
reports, adjournment comes as early as 9:30.

This should encourage any who are approachied

by the Nominating Committee , between now
the Annual Meeting in February, to be willing t
serve on Council next year!

If you want to be more knowledgeable about t
work of our committees, contact the chairper-
sons; they will be happy to share their reports
Youth - Rick Schaffer; Christian Faith and Life
Helayne McDonnell, Barbara Meberg; Social
Ministry - Irene Kogelmann and Karen Nurmi;
Worship, Music and ArtsLynne Beard; Health
Nancy Schoener; PropertieDoug Esposito;
Fellowship- Mike Ortiz or the Bellos; Public
Relations- Tom Walek; Environmert Gerry
Falco. Pastor and the Deacons are also happ
share with you any comments, concerns, or c(
plaints!

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING

After a delicious brunch (putting us in &
congenial mood) we sat down to hear the fina
cial status and future of our congregation. Wil
some explanation, Council President Roger K
presented the budget for the next year. The b
tom line, $372,265 was not much different fror
last year, and passed without dissent. As alw
it will require some stewardship and introspecfi
on the part of all our members$o give from our

d

college, but one change that can catch them off guard is a

vastly diminished commitment to faith. For many

Chrlstlan church youth group graduates, the transition to

lege is rocky at best in terms of faith retention. Why doe:
INghis happen?

1. While churches tend to allocate financial and pe
sonnel resources toward building strong and dynamic yol
| yLoups, teenagers also need to rub shoulders angladild
tionships with adults of all ages.Churches and families
wanting to instill deep faith in youth should help them bui
on@ web of relationships with committed and caring adults,
b some of whom may serve as intentional mentors.

2. Churches and families think youth group gradua
neare ready for the struggles ahead, despite the students ti
selvedeeling unprepared and challenged by everything

from loneliness to difficulty finding a new church. Par-
ents and leaders should talk earlier and more frequently
about college, while students are still in high school. Con
hensive preparation should include helping new college <
dents develop a plan complete with church attendance, &
well as an investigation of ministries and churches near t
college that can offer a transitional lifeline.

3. While teaching younc
)ydeonot s6 of Chr i s bieramphasis v |
on behaviorscan sabotage their faith lelegm.One of the
dangers of reducing Christianity to this sort of external be
havior is that, when college students fail to live up to the .
tivities they think define Christianity, their feelings of guilt
can make abandon their faith altogetRarents and leaders
n-eager to build o0Sticky Fa
h explain that while particular behaviors and practices are |
eNbf the faith, the focus is on trusting (not just obeying) Chr
Otalong with explaining how he leads, guides, and changes
N from the inside. In particular, young people better navigat
RY#heir faith journey when adults share the challenges of th
'0Bwn spiritual patliscomplete with past and present ups,

hearts for the Kingdom of God here at Emanug

| downs, and turning points.
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This is the time of year when the needs of many persons and organizations become so apparent and a
S | |publicized. At the same time we want to do as much as we can for our own family and friends. |t be-
comes a balancing act, but the motivation is love and caring. Therefore we encourage you to consider t
O following:
C 1. Continue to support Lutheran Social Services New York through our &@imustimas Card
appeal If you usually spend money on stamps and Christmas cards for other Emanuel members, simp
| place asinglecard addressedawlon t he speci al Christmas fAtrgeo
A youdbve saved, and make a check to EmanuelSSflor
Christmas Card Fund 0 Through your generosity we are ab
L |[New York area. The agency helps seniors live independently, provides families for children, safd and
affordable housing, maintains hunger prevention centers and services for immigran
refugees. Lutheran Social Services of New York enables individuals to reach their f
M | [tential through its LIFE (Lutheran Initiatives for Enrichment) service programs. Che
| their website at Issny.org for an overview of their projects.
2. Join fellow members for temanuel Family Christmas Party on Saturday, Deg.
N ||20" from 69 PM for a Pot Luck Dinner. This is organized to give all our members,
| young and adults, an opportunity to consider various giving opportunities which will be displayed that
evening. St. Nick will make an appearance, the youth will explain the meaning of the symbols of Christ
S | |mas and we will have caroling. Those that are attending are asked to bring some kind of dish for Pot
Luck. (Three persons have already offered desserts.) This also is a time when you can bring in|gently
T|llused books for the Bronx Youth Mission and gi f
R information, contact Linda Horner at 3B81-5701 or ledhl@optonline.net
% 3. Continue donating UNEXPIRED canned and packaged foods Rigasantville Emergency
Food Pantry. The container is outside the Pastoros of
4. Donate UNWRAPPED toys, games, and clothing for children of the inmatesBédferd
Hills Correctional Facility. The facility will notaccept any clothing items colored blue, black, gray or
orange, or toy guns, knives or items that promote violence. Also, they will not accept electronicg, hand
held games or CD players. The deadline for this collection will be Dec. 11. Contact Linda Horne for
more information.
5. To donate NEW clothing (sweatshirts{lL),casual Fshirts(M-L),pairs of thermal or white gymn
socks, warm knit caps, large chocolate bars or cans of nuts$edfi@rers International House If
you want to donate money or want more information, contact Karen Nurmi.
6. To participate in our ongoirlgrayer Shawla ct i vi t y . I f you doné|t h
.but are interested in helping with this wedceived project, we would be thankful for a money donation
to purchase the yarn. Contact Irene Kogelmann for more information.
We know that these are difficult times for many people for many reasons. We also know that many of
feel blessed for the good things in our lives. Because of your generosity in the past, we know that you
wi | | hel p make this a season of jJjoy for thaqgse
son and in 2014. Irene and Karen
Your drops are Toys For Transfiguration -
needed Once again we will be collecting
Our nextBlood . . .
Bl [ wrapped gifts for the children at Transfigu-
ﬁary 14, 2012. ration Lutheran Church's After School Pro-
. More details and sigaps gram. Look for the tree and tags in the nar-
comingti Bi Il ( ADr ac &l &80 )% hBxepkginMing November 27.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The fall curriculum continues to walk us through Genesis, meeting Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel, Abraham &

Sarah and LotWe'll continue after a short break for Operation Christmas Child and the Advent Workshop,

Right around the corner is the Christmas Pageant, held at the 5:00 Christmas Eve Family BeBASE
LET HELAYNE OR DEACON BARBARA KNOW IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE PARTICPATING
ASAP!I We will begin practicing songs and readings very soon!

ANNUAL WOMEN'S CHRIS TMAS DEVOTION DECEMBER 11

All women of Emanuel, young and rsd-young, are cordially invited to take a break from the December,
ziness and listen to the Christmas story told in a very special @aly. come if you are desiring some peace &
an opportunity to ponder God's gracious gift of Love that is the Christ Chilég will gather at the home of Re
bekkah Bello (Beverly Road, Hawthorne) at 5:30pBning a finger food or some cookies to share if you
like. Looking forward to seeing you there!

CONGREGATIONAL RETRE AT @ KOINONIA
As of this writing, all spaces in the Conference Center are filled for the Januag/re@reat.We have

started a waiting list and will look into availability at the other retreat calédus.theme this year Barables

Cra-

\nd

|| JPDATES:

Emanuelite Brooke Wilson solos in Westchester B
ShoeBox Santas...we donated 124

let Company's magical family holiday clas3ice
NutcrackerDec. 17-18 now in its 16th year at the \ -
Westchester County Center. Saturday 12:30 pm apd-nild Collection!

4:30 pm and Sunday 2:00 prfiickets $12%$20. Go td 20 Care packages were packed fu
www.westchesterballet.orghttp:// oS
www.westchesterballet.orgfor more info or contact Denisg{ 10 0Ur college students to help with final
Wilson atdenise@rempe.us 6469038. exam weeks.

]

D

completed boxes for the Operation Christmas

with snacks and best wishes and shipped|off

UPCOMI NG Yout h

DECEMBER

A 4th & Super Church

A 1 ® Christmas Tree Trip
A 14 tTHe Coachman

A B 6Christmas Party

JANUARY

A 6th & Friday Nite Live
A 15th & Super Church
A 15th & The Coachman
A 2 ® Kdinonia Retreat

FEBRUARY

A5th & Souper Bowl of Caring
A 10th & Valentine Party
A12th 8 Super Church

A 1@ The Coachman

A 2i2athtd Jr. High Retreat

PLAN AHEAD:
Sr High Retreat: March 16  -18, 2012



http://www.westchesterballet.org
http://www.westchesterballet.org
http://www.westchesterballet.org
denise@rempe.us
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All Scandinavians & Friends Are welcome to come to our
Julgransplundring Party!!!
With Music & Merriment lead by members of Elsa Rix Barnklubben
2:00 pm, Saturday, January 14th, 2012

Say farewell to Christmas as they do in SwedenZLWK D VSHFLDO 3JRLQJ DzD\" SDU
brings Christmas to a close with song, dance, Swedish food, and merriment.

The Julgran (Christmas tree) is the center of the fun. Chase the winter chill away by singing traditional holi
GD\ VRQJV DQG GDQFLQJ DURXQG WKH WUHH &KLOGUHQ FDQ 3SOXQ|GH

VP|UJNnVERUG DQE\MDWRRK&LVWPDV IRUDQRWKHU \HDU
Cost: $15 per person; $5 for children 512

Trinity Lutheran Church, 430 North Street, White Plains.

Please call to R.S.V.P. & for Info: Don Jacobson, 914 -273 -8722 or Karen Snowberg, 914 -741 -
2129, karen@nelsonresearch.com Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, January 10 th |

Sponsored by Lodge Freja, #100 of the VASA Order of America

THE GERMAN LANGUAGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

WILL BE OFFERED BY THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN
CHURCH, BRONXVILE (at Concordia College)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2011 AT 4 P.M.
Kommt und singt die schoenen
Weihnachtslieder und freut Euch des
Geschenks
welches Gott der Herr uns allen wied-
erum bescheeren wird.
Contributions of Finger Foods
for the reception after the service
will be welcomed

for more info e -mail Debbie Reiss at dreiss@vlc -ny.org

CARING CARDS

We are pleased to announce that three new Car|ng y the

Cards are to be added to our Caring Card collection
bringing our collection to a total of eight different car

are:Thanky ou cards (for PasHt
Communion cards, and Nelworn cards. A special
thanks to Carole Ortiz, who has been our scribe and
card deliverer for the past 18 months. Be sure to lef
Carole (or Cathy, in the office) know if anyone is in

M.l. CORNER - CHRISTMAS GIFTS?
The stores shout it, TV
buy, buy, BUY! Everyon@eedghat bauble, that cos-

itéds a headache to figur
simplify!

How about- for the adults on your list, at least
considering gifts fAthat
ELCA Good Gifts catal og!
the mail, Emanuel has some, or you can order one frg
www.elca.org/goodgifts There are gifts to fulfill many

$3,000 (new home for a disaster survivor). And you ¢

them as Christ would, by
neighborsthose you know and those dfeuill thank you!
way: dondt forge
T the coin jar in the Narthex. It will help provide mos-

- ; A3uito nets, insecticides, medication, health care, edudatic
The new cards, designed and produced by Keith Bedrg},

"Chd more to eliminate deaths from this_diséafe good!

What Hedetglit than life @ Thafkydws t ~ Ho

see more ideas for Adoi n
- Dcn. Lynne

need of a card. Caring Cards are produced and del
ered to let our Emanuel members and friends know
we care especially during these difficult or joyous tin

t\EAiNDID PHOTOS
ki

And T Look carefully at the Social Ministry column {o

N\

metic, that electronic gadget, even that Fruit Cake! And

needs all over the world, priced from $10 (baby chicks) tc

an

send your friends a card telling them how you rememper

!

g

now you should have all heard, and signed up for, | the
coming Photo Directory. The next round of Photo Dates

[
a

I Alan Lindsay are scheduled foe December 9th and 10th. You can call
the office or check out our web site if you sit
Committee or the office know . | am looking forCandid shotst hat you may have {

any church event or group. You can email them to me at emanuel@unidial.com, drop them in my mailb
even toss them on my desk. You magr ad soT samknsg

(0),4



