
 

 

EMANUEL EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

197 Manville Road        

Pleasantville,  New York 10570 

Office: 914-769-1559       e-mail: emanuel@unidial.com    

Fax: 914-769-1206    www.Emanuelelc.org 

óIt is our mission as people of  
Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church  

to Worship, Baptize, Learn, Teach, and Live  
the Word and Love of God in Christ.ô 
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POINSETTIA FLOWER RESERVATION  
 

In Celebration of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will be decorating the Sanctuary with 7ó poinsettia 
plants. Please use this form to order your flowers and/or to contribute to World Hunger. Place your orders and 

payment in the collection plate. The plant order deadline is Sunday December 18th.    
  

Your Name ____________________________________________Envelope Number#:________     
 
Please indicate your choice: 

                   __  Poinsettias ($ 12.50 per plant)     
                               __  Donation to Lutheran World Hunger (Amount Given: $__________) 
 
I would like the gift designated as follows: 

 ɻ Given to the Glory of God 
 

 ɻ Given in memory of ______________________________________________________________ 
     (Please print very clearly - thank you!) 
 

 ɻ Given in honor of ________________________________________________________________ 
     (Please print very clearly - thank you!) 
 



 

 

Emanuel Digest 
A Publication of Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pleasantville, New York     December -January  2011    page 1 

Pastor Paul 

T 

H 

E 

    

P 

A 

S 

T 

O 

Qƍ 

S 

 

M 

E 

S 

S 

A 

G 

E 

ARE YOU READY?  
 
Grace to you all and peace in this season of 
new birth.  
 
Recently, the New York Lottery adopted a new 
theme song called ñAre You Ready?ò  Itôs a 
catchy little song which I bought from 
iTunes.  I find it going through my head often, 
mostly because of the tune.  Itôs very bouncy 
and a lot of fun. 
 
It would make a good theme song for the sea-
son of Advent, too, and for itôs character as a 
reminder of the coming of Christmas.  
 
Are you ready? 
 
Iôm sure this question goes through our heads 
a lot these days and is asked of us by others as 
December begins.  With all the preparation we 
have to do to ñget ready,ò it can be hard to 
keep track of things.  When is the right time to 
put up the tree and decorate?  Did we buy gifts 
for everyone on our list?  And will they like 
them?  Or are we going to get stuck again this 
year buying last minute gifts?   Do we know 
where we are going to spend the holi-
days?  And if weôre hosting, a whole new set of 
readiness questions arises. 
 
In the midst of all this preparation, we ac-
knowledge that Christmas and New Yearôs 
ought to be fun and joyful celebrations.  For 
many of us, they are times when family and 
friends gather together to enjoy one anotherôs 
company and show our mutual love and affec-
tion through a shared meal, through a gift 
carefully bought, through time spent in con-
versation and reconnecting and through remi-
niscing about the year past, acknowledging the 
changes and the blessings. 
In these weeks, as you consider the question 
ñAre you ready?ò I hope you will think about it 
in terms of your preparation for the celebra-

tion of Christôs birth - years ago in a  town 
called Bethlehem and every day in your heart - 
as a meaningful reminder of who we are and 
what love and hope God has for us.  Take time 
each day, even if itôs just for a moment to 
pause in the midst of the busyness, to count 
your blessings and remember that they are 
signs of Godôs love and presence (or Godôs 
ñpresentsò).  Try to make time for more inten-
tional prayer and reading of an Advent devo-
tional.   There are some available at church or 
you can find them on the ELCA web site at 
elca.org.  Be mindful, whether you are in the 
midst of preparations or just going about your 
daily work, of how precious you are to God and 
ways in which you can share some of the bless-
ings you have with those in need.  Carry some-
thing with you to remind you of the real pur-
pose of these days of preparation, whether it 
be a pocket cross or one of the Sunday scrip-
tures that speak to you that you can take out 
often and read and reflect upon.  Consider the 
many giving opportunities available to you 
through Emanuel and try to look at them as 
exciting chances to be focused on how gracious 
a giver God is.  Make sure you have a nativity 
scene as part of your Christmas decorating and 
make it the center of personal and family de-
votions. 
 
These ideas and may others that you can come 
up with and that you may already practice can 
certainly help keep you grounded in your faith 
in the  midst of your preparations for Christ-
mas.  After all, that for which we are preparing 
is more than a day.  God is preparing us for an 
unimaginably joyful eternity.   Thanks be to 
God! 
 
Have a blessed Christmas! 
 
Are you ready? 
 
Yours in Christ, 

http://elca.org
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[The following message is from Rick Schaffer, our Youth 

Minister, excerpted from an article from the Fuller Youth 

Institute.  Copies of the full article may be found on the Nar-

thex table.] 

 

òSTICKY FAITHó RESEARCH PROVIDES  

SURPRISING INSIGHTS INTO INSTILLING 

LASTING FAITH IN YOUNG PEOPLE.  
Parents and church youth leaders often see big 
changes in youth group graduates as they transition to 

college, but one change that can catch them off guard is a 

vastly diminished commitment to faith.        For many 
Christian church youth group graduates, the transition to col-
lege is rocky at best in terms of faith retention.  Why does 
this happen?                                                                                    
 1. While churches tend to allocate financial and per-
sonnel resources toward building strong and dynamic youth 
groups, teenagers also need to rub shoulders and build rela-
tionships with adults of all ages.  Churches and families 
wanting to instill deep faith in youth should help them build 
a web of relationships with committed and caring adults, 
some of whom may serve as intentional mentors.                
 2. Churches and families think youth group graduates 
are ready for the struggles ahead, despite the students them-
selves feeling unprepared and challenged by everything 
from loneliness to difficulty finding a new church.  Par-
ents and leaders should talk earlier and more frequently 
about college, while students are still in high school. Compre-
hensive preparation should include helping new college stu-
dents develop a plan complete with church attendance, as 
well as an investigation of ministries and churches near the 
college that can offer a transitional lifeline.                                                           
 3. While teaching young people the òdosó and 
òdonõtsó of Christian living is important, an overemphasis 
on behaviors can sabotage their faith long-term. One of the 
dangers of reducing Christianity to this sort of external be-
havior is that, when college students fail to live up to the ac-
tivities they think define Christianity, their feelings of guilt 
can make abandon their faith altogether.  Parents and leaders 
eager to build òSticky Faithó in youth need to exemplify and 
explain that while particular behaviors and practices are part 
of the faith, the focus is on trusting (not just obeying) Christ 
along with explaining how he leads, guides, and changes us 
from the inside. In particular, young people better navigate 
their faith journey when adults share the challenges of their 
own spiritual pathsñcomplete with past and present ups, 
downs, and turning points. 

COUNCIL CAPSULES 
 

 Council meetings have been streamlined!  

Instead of lasting until 11:00 (when all are getting 

weary), by eliminating a refreshment break and 

having committee reports circulated by e-mail 

ahead of time, the efficiency of the meeting - 

opening devotions, discussion of business and the 

reports, adjournment comes as early as 9:30.  

This should encourage any who are approached 

by the Nominating Committee , between now and 

the Annual Meeting in February, to be willing to 

serve on Council next year! 

If you want to be more knowledgeable about the 

work of our committees, contact the chairper-

sons; they will be happy to share their reports: 

Youth - Rick Schaffer; Christian Faith and Life - 

Helayne McDonnell, Barbara Meberg; Social 

Ministry - Irene Kogelmann and Karen Nurmi; 

Worship, Music and Arts - Lynne Beard; Health - 

Nancy Schoener; Properties - Doug Esposito; 

Fellowship - Mike Ortiz or the Bellos; Public  

Relations - Tom Walek; Environment - Gerry 

Falco.  Pastor and the Deacons are also happy to 

share with you any comments, concerns, or com-

plaints! 

 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING  
 

 After a delicious brunch (putting us in a 

congenial mood) we sat down to hear the finan-

cial status and future of our congregation.  With 

some explanation, Council President Roger Kent 

presented the budget for the next year.  The bot-

tom line, $372,265 was not much different from 

last year, and passed without dissent.  As always, 

it will require some stewardship and introspection 

on the part of all our members - to give from our 

hearts for the Kingdom of God here at Emanuel. 

The annual Emanuel Adult Christmas Party will 
be held at Steve & Nancy Schoener's house on 
Friday, Dec. 2nd at 6:30 PM. Please bring a 
finger food (appetizer or dessert) to share and 

come ready to sing your favorite Christmas carols. We 
look forward to starting off another Christmas season 
with our Emanuel family!  
  Directions to our house at 195 Linda Ave., Haw-
thorne NY are in the Narthex.    
   See you then, Steve & Nancy 
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Your drops are 

needed 

Our next Blood 

Drive will be 

January 14, 2012.  

.  More details and sign-ups 

coming! ï Bill (ñDraculaò) Bello 

This is the time of year when the needs of many persons and organizations become so apparent and are 

publicized.  At the same time we want to do as much as we can for our own family and friends.  It be-

comes a balancing act, but the motivation is love and caring. Therefore we encourage you to consider the 

following: 

      1.  Continue to support Lutheran Social Services New York through our annual Christmas Card 

appeal.  If you usually spend money on stamps and Christmas cards for other Emanuel members, simply 

place a single card addressed to all on the special Christmas ñtreeò in the narthex, figure out how much 

youôve saved, and make a check to Emanuel for that amount (or more), writing on the memo line  ñLSS - 

Christmas Card Fund.ò  Through your generosity we are able to support many needy cases here in the 

New York area. The agency helps seniors live independently, provides families for children, safe and 

affordable housing, maintains hunger prevention centers and services for immigrants and 

refugees. Lutheran Social Services of New York enables individuals to reach their full po-

tential through its LIFE (Lutheran Initiatives for Enrichment) service programs. Check out 

their website at  lssny.org for an overview of their projects. 

       2.  Join fellow members for the Emanuel Family Christmas Party on Saturday, Dec. 

10th  from  6-9 PM for a Pot Luck Dinner.  This is organized to give all our members, 

young and adults, an opportunity to consider various giving opportunities which will be displayed that 

evening.  St. Nick will make an appearance, the youth will explain the meaning of the symbols of Christ-

mas and we will have caroling.  Those that are attending are asked to bring some kind of dish for Pot 

Luck.  (Three persons have already offered desserts.)  This also is a time when you can bring in gently 

used books for the Bronx Youth Mission and gifts for the Bedford Hills Childrenôs Center.  For further 

information,  contact Linda Horner at 914-301-5701 or ledh1@optonline.net 
 

        3.  Continue donating UNEXPIRED canned and packaged foods to the Pleasantville Emergency 

Food Pantry. The container is outside the Pastorôs office. 
 

        4.  Donate UNWRAPPED toys, games, and clothing for children of the inmates of the Bedford 

Hills Correctional Facility.   The facility will not accept any clothing items colored blue, black, gray or 

orange, or toy guns, knives or items that promote violence.  Also, they will not accept electronics, hand-

held games or CD players.  The deadline for this collection will be Dec. 11. Contact Linda Horner for 

more information. 
 

        5. To donate NEW clothing (sweatshirts(L-XL),casual T-shirts(M-L),pairs of thermal  or white gym 

socks, warm knit caps, large chocolate bars or cans of nuts to the Seafarers International House.  If 

you want to donate money or want more information, contact Karen Nurmi. 
 

       6. To participate in our ongoing Prayer Shawl activity.  If you donôt have the time or know how, 

.but are interested in helping with this well-received project, we would be thankful for a money donation 

to purchase the yarn.  Contact Irene Kogelmann for more information. 

 

We know that these are difficult times for many people for many reasons.  We also know that many of us 

feel blessed for the good things in our lives. Because of your generosity in the past, we know that you 

will help make this a season of joy for those less fortunate.  May you receive Godôs blessings of this sea-

son and in 2012. ï Irene and Karen 

Toys For Transfiguration -  

 Once again we will be collecting 

wrapped gifts for the children at Transfigu-

ration Lutheran Church's After School Pro-

gram.  Look for the tree and tags in the nar-

thex beginning November 27.  
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UPCOMING Youth óStuffôé 
 

DECEMBER 
Å  4th  ð Super Church 
Å 10th ð Christmas Tree Trip 

Å 11th ð The Coachman 

Å  16th ð Christmas Party 

 
JANUARY  
Å  6th  ð Friday Nite Live 
Å  15th  ð Super Church 
Å  15th  ð The Coachman 
Å 20th ð Koinonia Retreat 
 
FEBRUARY 
Å  5th  ð Souper Bowl of Caring 
Å  10th  ð Valentine Party 
Å  12th  ð Super Church 
Å 12th ð The Coachman 
Å 24thï26th ð Jr. High Retreat 

 
PLAN AHEAD:  
 Sr High Retreat: March 16 -18, 2012  

 Emanuelite Brooke Wilson solos in Westchester Bal-

let Company's magical family holiday classic The 

Nutcracker Dec. 17 -18 now in its 16th year at the 

Westchester County Center. Saturday 12:30 pm and 

4:30 pm and Sunday 2:00 pm.  Tickets $12-$20. Go to 

www.westchesterballet.org <http://

www.westchesterballet.org>  for more info or contact Denise 

Wilson at denise@rempe.us or 646-9038.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

      The fall curriculum continues to walk us through Genesis, meeting Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel, Abraham & 

Sarah and Lot.  We'll continue after a short break for Operation Christmas Child and the Advent Workshop.   

      Right around the corner is the Christmas Pageant, held at the 5:00 Christmas Eve Family Service.  PLEASE 

LET HELAYNE OR DEACON BARBARA KNOW IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE PARTICPATING 

ASAP!!!  We will begin practicing songs and readings very soon! 

 

ANNUAL WOMEN'S CHRIS TMAS DEVOTION DECEMBER 11  

      All women of Emanuel, young and not-so-young, are cordially invited to take a break from the December cra-

ziness and listen to the Christmas story told in a very special way.  Only come if you are desiring some peace and 

an opportunity to ponder God's gracious gift of Love that is the Christ Child!    We will gather at the home of Re-

bekkah Bello (Beverly Road, Hawthorne) at 5:30pm.  Bring a finger food or some cookies to share if you 

like.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RETRE AT @ KOINONIA  

 As of this writing, all spaces in the Conference Center are filled for the January 20-22 retreat.  We have 

started a waiting list and will look into availability at the other retreat cabins.  Our theme this year is Parables.   

UPDATES: 

 ShoeBox Santas...we donated 124 

completed boxes for the Operation Christmas 

Child Collection! 

 20 Care packages were packed  full 

with snacks and  best wishes and shipped off 

to our college students to help with final 

exam weeks. 

http://www.westchesterballet.org
http://www.westchesterballet.org
http://www.westchesterballet.org
denise@rempe.us
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All Scandinavians & Friends Are welcome to come to our  
Julgransplundring Party!!!  

With Music & Merriment lead by members of Elsa Rix Barnklubben  
2:00 pm, Saturday, January 14th, 2012  

 Say farewell to Christmas as they do in Sweden�����Z�L�W�K���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���³�J�R�L�Q�J���D�Z�D�\�´���S�D�U�W�\�����7�K�H���-�X�O�J�U�D�Q�V�S�O�X�Q�G�U�L�Q�J��

brings Christmas to a close with song, dance, Swedish food, and merriment.  

 The Julgran (Christmas tree) is the center of the fun. Chase the winter chill away by singing traditional holi-

�G�D�\���V�R�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�������&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�D�Q���³�S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�´���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���R�I���L�W�V���H�G�L�E�O�H���R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�V�����(�Q�M�R�\���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O��

�V�P�|�U�J�n�V�E�R�U�G���D�Q�G���V�D�\���³�J�R�R�G-�E�\�H�´���W�R���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���I�R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���\�H�D�U���� 

Cost: $15 per person; $5 for children 5-12 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 430 North Street, White Plains.   

Please call to R.S.V.P. & for Info:  Don Jacobson, 914 -273 -8722 or Karen Snowberg, 914 -741 -
2129, karen@nelsonresearch.com    Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, January 10 th ! 

Sponsored by Lodge Freja, #100 of the VASA Order of America 

M.I. CORNER - CHRISTMAS GIFTS?  

    The stores shout it, TVôs sing it, loudspeakers blare it - 

buy, buy, BUY!  Everyone needs that bauble, that cos-

metic, that electronic gadget, even that Fruit Cake!  And 

itôs a headache to figure out your shopping list.  Letôs 

simplify! 

    How about - for the adults on your list, at least-

considering gifts ñthat make a differenceò?   Open the 

ELCA Good Gifts catalog!  If you didnôt receive one in 

the mail, Emanuel has some, or you can order one from 

www.elca.org/goodgifts.  There are gifts to fulfill many 

needs all over the world, priced from $10 (baby chicks) to 

$3,000 (new home for a disaster survivor).  And you can 

send your friends a card telling them how you remember 

them as Christ would, by ñloving the neighbor.ò  Your 

neighborsïthose you know and those afarïwill thank you! 

  By the way: donôt forget the ongoing Malaria Campaign 

ïthe coin jar in the Narthex.  It will help provide mos-

quito nets, insecticides, medication, health care, education 

and more to eliminate deaths from this disease ï for good!  

What better gift than life itself?  Thank you! 

     And ï Look carefully at the Social Ministry column to 

see more ideas for ñdoing for othersò in Christôs name!

         - Dcn. Lynne 

THE GERMAN LANGUAGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
  

WILL BE OFFERED BY THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, BRONXVILE  (at Concordia College)  

  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2011 AT 4 P.M.  

Kommt und singt die schoenen 
Weihnachtslieder und freut Euch des 

Geschenks  
welches Gott der Herr uns allen wied-

erum bescheeren wird.  
Contributions of Finger Foods  

for the reception after the service  
will be welcomed  

  
for more info e -mail Debbie Reiss at dreiss@vlc -ny.org  

CANDID PHOTOS 

By now you should have all heard, and signed up for,  the 

upcoming Photo Directory. The next round of Photo Dates 

are scheduled foe December 9th and 10th. You can call 

the office or check out our  web site if you still need to register. Canôt make those dates...let  the Evangelism 

Committee or the office know .    I am looking for Candid shots that you may have taken this past yearé.of 

any church event or group.  You can  email them to me at emanuel@unidial.com,  drop them in my mailbox  or 

even toss them on my desk.  You may also submit portrait shots of our óout of town-ersô. Thanks, Peace, Cathy     

CARING CARDS 

        We are pleased to announce that three new Caring 

Cards are to be added to our Caring Card collection, 

bringing our collection to a total of eight different cards.  

The new cards, designed and produced by Keith Beard 

are: Thank-you cards (for Pastor Paulôs use), First Holy 

Communion cards, and New-born cards.  A special 

thanks to Carole Ortiz, who has been our scribe and 

card deliverer for the past 18 months.  Be sure to let 

Carole (or Cathy, in the office) know if anyone is in 

need of a card.  Caring Cards are produced and deliv-

ered to let our Emanuel members and friends know that 

we care especially during these difficult or joyous times.       

        ï Alan Lindsay. 


